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1 
This invention relates fo women's garments 
and more particularly fo an improved one-piece 
garment which combines a brassière and a slip, 
such garments being known as "bra-slips." 
A principal object of the invention is to pro- 
vide a bra-slip adapted to be worn with strapless 
dresses or with dresses having a plunging neck- 
line. 
A bra-slip ruade according fo the invention 
comprises a brassière portion inCluding a front 
section of non-elastic material, side sections of 
elstic material secured to the front section, and 
rear sections of non-elastic material secured to 
the side sections. The brassière portion, prefer- 
ably at the back, has opposed vertical edges form- 
ing an opening extending from the top to the 
bottom of the brassière portion. The several 
sections of this portion extend vertically and 
form a waist-line above the lower edges of the 
sections. A skirt portion is joined along ifs upper 
edge to the bottom of the brassière portion below 
the waist-line and has an opening extending 
vertically from the top of the skirt and termi- 
nating a substantial distance below the juncture 
of the brassière and skirt portions. 'The skirt 
opening has opposed vertical edges forming con- 
tinuations of the opposed vertical edges of the 
brassière opening. The skirt and brassière open- 
ings are adapted to be closed by a zipper, the 
elements of which extend along the opposed edges 
of the openings from the bottom of the skirt 
opening to the top of the brassière opening. The 
skirt portion preferably bas only one vertical 
seam, which is aligned with the zipper closure. 
The brassière portion is provided with flexible 
stiffening ribs extending vertically from the top 
of the brassière portion and terminating at their 
lower ends in the region of the juncture between 
the brassière and skirt portions. In the preferred 
construction, the front section of the brassière 
portion is ruade of four vertical pieces joined to- 
gether af adjacent side edges to form contours 
conforming to the natural contours o the bosom, 
and the flexible stiffening ribs are secured to the 
brassière portion at the junctures of the several 
pieces and sections, as well as along one edge of 
the vertical opening. 
For a better understanding of the invention, 
reference may be had to the accompanying draw- 
ings, in which: 
Fig. 1 is a developed view of the upper part of 
a preferred form of the new garment; 
Figs. 2 and 3 are front and rear views, respec- 
tively, of the garment shown in Fig. 1; 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail view of part of the 
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inside of the garment, showing one of the stiffen- 
ing ribs secured to the brassière portion, and 
Fig. 5 is a sectional view on the line 5--5 in 
Fig. 4. 
5 The garment as fllustrated comprises a bras- 
sière portion ! 0 and a lower skirt portion ! !. The 
brassière portion !0 comprises a front section 
ruade up of four vertical pieces !2a, !2b, !2c and 
!2d secured together at adjacent edges, the front 
10 section being marie of a non-elastic material. 
The brassière portion aiso comprises two side 
sections !3a and !3b ruade of elastic material and 
secured to the front section, and rear sections ! aa 
and !ab marie of non-elastic material and se- 
l5 cured to the side sections. The side sections !a 
and !b, which may be ruade from sheer nylon 
elastic material, are adapted to fit under the arms 
and extend slightly to the back, whereby the 
brassière is self-adjusting and automatically 
20 hugs the figtu-e. The vertical pieces !2a, !2b, 
. !2c and !2d of the front section are cut and 
sewed together to form contours conforming to 
the natural contours of the bosom. 
The front, side and back sections of the bras- 
25 sière portion !0 extend downward and form a 
waist-line !5 above the lower edges of these sec- 
tions. At the back of the brassière, the rear sec- 
tions !4a--! ab are provided with opposed vertical 
edges !0a and !Sb, respectively, which form a 
30 rear central opening extending from the top to 
the bottom of the brassière portion. 
The skirt portion !!, which may be marie 
either f.r a narrow-skirt dress or for a full-skirt 
dress, is joined along its upper edge to the bot- 
35 tom of the brassière portion !0 about 2" below 
the waist-line !5, as by means of suitable stitch- 
ing !8. The skirt portion is provided in back 
with opposed vertical edges !ga and !9b forming 
a back opening in the skirt. The edges !ga and 
40 !b also ïorm continuations of the opposed verti- 
cal edges !a and !Sb, respectively, of the bras- 
sière portion. The vertical opening defined by 
the edges !a---! 5b of the skirt portion extends 
d0wnward but terminates about 7" below the 
45 waist-line !5, as shown at 2@. The central back 
opening in the brassière and skirt portions is 
adapted to be closed by single zipper 2 !, the track 
elements o which extend along the oppsed edges 
! Sa--! 5 and ! 5b--! b. Thus, with one zipper 
50 closing, the rear opening o the garment is closed 
from the top of the brassière portion to well be- 
low the waist-line and the top of the skirt por- 
tion. The skirt portion !! is provided with a 
single vertical seam 22, which is aligned with the 
{f{f back opening of the garment. 
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The brassière portion |{) is provided with a 
number of flexible stiffening ribs 24 which are 
spaced laterally along the brassière portion and 
extend vertically from the top of the brassière 
portion and terminate ai their lower ends in the 
region of the juncture 8 between the brassière 
and skirt portions. As shown, a rib 4 is located 
at each juncture between the elastic side sec- 
tions 3a--3b and the adjacent front or rear 
sections of the brassière. Another flexible stif- 
fening rib 2a is located along one of the opposed 
edges 16b forming the rear opening of the bras- 
sière. A similar rib 2b is located at the juncture 
of the two centermost pieces |2b and c of the 
front section, and additional ribs 2c are located 
af the junctures between the vertical pieces  
and b and between the vertical pieces c and 
2d. The ribs 2c are curved somewhat ai their 
upper portions to corfiform fo the natural con- 
tours. The various ribs may be ruade of fiat coils 
of wire to give them the desh'ed flexibility, and 
they pïefrably extend somewhat below the junc- 
ture 8 between the brassière and skirt portions. 
eferring to Figs. 4 and 5» I have there ff]us- 
trated an example of the manner in which the 
flexible ribs may be secured to the brassière por 
tion. Th rib b is shown at thê seam - be- 
tween th centermost pieces -b and c of the 
front section. These pieces are provided with 
fiaps  2   and    c, respectively, extending away 
fïom each other and from the seam - ai the 
inside of the garment. The flexible rib 2 has 
an outer fabric covering $ and an inner fabric 
covering  which are secured along theh. side 
edges to the flaps  and e, as by means of 
stiching 28. 
I claire: 
1. A garment ccmprisiïg a brassière portion 
inc]uding a front section ruade of four non- 
elastic vertical pieces secured together at adja- 
cent side edges to fomn contours conforming to 
the natural contours of the bosom, side sections 
of elastic material secured to the outer pieces 
of said front section, and rear sections of non- 
e]astic material scured to the side sections and 
having opposed vertical edges forming a rear 
opening extending from the top to the lower edge 
of the brassière portion, said sections extending 
vertically and ïorming a waist line above the 
]ower edges of the sections, a skir portion joined 
a]on ifs upper ede to the bottom of the bras- 
sière portion below the waist line, a flexible stif- 
fening rib secured to the front section at the 
juncture of each outer vertical piece and its adja- 
cent verticl pice, the ribs being curved fo con- 
form with said contours and extendin vertically 
from the top of the front section to the reion of 
the jmcture between the brassière and skirt por- 
tions, said skirt havin a back openin extendin 
vertically from the top of the skirt portion and 60 
terminatin a substantial distance below the 
juncture of said portions, said skirt openin hav- 
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ing opposed vertical edges forming continuations 
of the opposed vertical edges of said rear sections 
of the brassière portion, and a closure having zip- 
per elements extending along said opposed edges 
5 from the bottom of the sldrt opening to the top 
of the brassière portion. 
2. A garment according fo claire 1, comprising 
also a rib secured to one of said rear sections 
along an edge of said rear opening, the last rib 
10 extending vertically from the top of the brassière 
portion and terminating ai its lower end in the 
region of the juncture of the skirt and brassière 
portions. 
3. A garment comprising a brassière portion 
5 including a front section ruade of four non-elastic 
vertical pieces secured together ai adjacent side 
edges to form contours conforming to the natural 
contours of the bosom, side sections of elastic 
material secured to the outer pieces of said front 
20 section, and rar sections of non-e]astic material 
secured to the sid sections, th brassière portion 
having opposed vertical edges forming an open- 
ing extending from the top fo the lower edge of 
the brassière portion, said sections extending 
25 vert!cally and forming a waist-line above the 
lower edges of the sections, a skirt portion joined 
along its upper edge to the bottom of the brassière 
portion below said waist-line, a flexible stiffening 
rib secured fo the front section at the junction 
30 of each outer piece and ifs adjacent piece, the 
ribs being curved to conform with said contours 
and extending vertically from the top of the front 
section fo the region of the juncture between the 
brassière and skirt portions, said skirt having an 
35 opening extending vertical]y from the top of the 
skirt portion and terminating a substantial dis- 
tance betow the juncture of said portions, the 
skirt opening having oppcsd vertical edaes form- 
ing continuations of the opposed vertical edges of 
40 the brassière portion, and a closure having zipper 
elements extending along said opposed edges 
from the bottom of the skirt opening to the top 
of the brassière portion. 
4. A garment according t0 claire I, comprising 
45 a]so a substantial]y straight stiffening rib se- 
cured to the central part of the front section at 
the juncture of the two centermost pieces of said 
last section. 
0 ELEANOIA GAINETT. 
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